M O O N T W P. U S - W I N T E R 2 0 2 0

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and ever-changing situation,
please check the Township website at moontwp.us for
updates on events and programs.
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Scott Brilhart, Assistant Township Manager/Planning Director
James Koepfinger, Director of Communications and Technology
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Other Moon Township Contact Information
Always call 911 in an emergency
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The Cover
This month features a photo by
Moon Resident Gary Margeson

Moon Community Access Television
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Moon Township Municipal Authority
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Elected Property Tax Collector: Catherine Tress
412.299.7446
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Township offices will be closed:
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New Year’s Day, January 1
President’s Day, February 15
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The Moon Township Messenger
was arranged by Communications
Director Allison Ford
and designed by
Web & Graphic Designer
Matt Merlino.
Read the Winter 2020
Moon Township Messenger
and past editions online at
moontwp.us

LOCAL GOVERNMENT make it moon
A Letter from the
Township Manager

Welcome
New Employees:

As we enter the last month of 2020 I am sure that many of you, like
me, are somewhat eager to put the year behind us and move onto 2021.
With that being said, we are all wondering what 2021 will present us
personally and professionally?

Moon Township welcomed Karla
Karanza as the Finance Director. Karla
moved back to Pittsburgh after living
in California for 24 years working in
finance for Intel, Fox, CBS, and NBC
after deciding to start a career in the
nonprofit sector. Karla is very excited to
be back in the area meeting new people
and learning about the community.

Throughout this past year, Township staff have tackled the many
challenges that came our way one by one with both confidence and
professionalism. The staff ’s priority was and continues to be, keeping
everyone safe and healthy so that we can continue providing necessary
services to our residents and businesses. Second, but also very vital,
the Board and staff focused on finding ways to provide what activities
we could in a safe manner while adhering to the guidelines of the
Governor. While the public works parks crew worked to keep the
parks and park facilities clean, the grass cut, and the trails ready for
use, parks & recreation staff offered outdoor activities such as Friday
Fun Nights and concerts in the park. This collaborative working
relationship created an environment where everyone could get out of
their homes for a little while and enjoy some much needed fresh air,
sunshine, and entertainment.
The Township is fiscally stable at the moment and continues to hold
its own through this pandemic. Income from Real Estate and Earned
Income taxes make up 83% of the revenue in the general fund budget.
The other 17% of revenues are from departmental earnings. Staff is
estimating total revenues to be collected at 92%. Conversely, expenses
are estimated to come in at 92%. After the year that we have had and
the level of uncertainty, these numbers indicate a strong and level
economy in Moon.
Looking ahead to 2021, one may ask, “what will change and how will
it affect the operations in Moon?” All departments will operate as
normal while adhering to the COVID-19 guidelines and continue to
offer as many amenities to the residents and businesses as possible. The
Board and senior staff will monitor revenue and expenses closely to
maintain financial stability. Currently, the Board and staff are holding
budget workshops to prepare for 2021 operations. To some, this task
may seem routine or even daunting, but I assure you it is neither.
Budget preparation takes a great deal of time, research, calculating,
and negotiating and it is the benchmark for Township operations.
In closing, I invite you to say goodbye to 2020 and close out the year
with a drive or a walk through Moon Park to enjoy the display of
holiday lights. To learn what winter outdoor activities are being offered,
please visit the Moon Parks website, moonparks.org. As always, if
you need any assistance, you may contact the administrative office at
412.262.1700 or visit the Township website at moontwp.us.

MCA-TV welcomed Morgan Torchia
as the new Assistant Director. Morgan
attended Robert Morris University
where she majored in Television and
Video Production and minored in
Photography in 2018. She started
working part-time for MCA-TV while
still in school until her senior year and
returned this year.
The township also welcomed Andrew
Bott as the Assistant Director of Parks
and Recreation after working in a
variety of roles for La Roche University.
His desire to be a part of a great
community attracted him to Moon and
is enjoying working in a community
where the residents and employees
share such pride.

KARLA

KARANZA

MORGAN

TORCHIA

ANDREW

BOTT
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COMMUNITY make it moon
2021 Sponsorship Guide is Available
Moon Township offers a variety of opportunities for businesses and
organizations to invest in the health and wellness of our community by
funding events, programs, and open space improvements. Residents of
Moon Township, as well as neighboring communities, value our parks
and activities as part of their everyday lives. Be a sponsor and increase
your exposure in the community, develop deeper relationships with
your customers, and build a positive image.
The 2021 Sponsorship Guide is now available for all businesses and
organizations both in hard copy and online at moontwp.us/business/
sponsorships.php.

Amazing Trail and Park Volunteers
Thanks to Moon Police, Eagle Scouts, Amrock Corporation, 146th Air
Refueling Squadron, Moon Township’s Environmental Advisory Council,
RMU Baseball, Phi Sigma Kappa at RMU, Senator Pam Iovino’s Team,
Hope Grows, Moon Township Garden Club, and many more!
2020 was certainly challenging for everyone – volunteers stepped up and
pitched in!
We are very grateful for the amazing volunteer groups and individuals who
donated their time, expertise, and energy to make a difference in our parks and on our trails this year. Volunteers
built over 3 miles of new trail in our parks (maps and signage coming soon), developed and cared for the Fleur
de Lune Garden, Calgon Fountain Wildflower Meadow, and Native Species Plant Nursery at Robin Hill Park.
Volunteers were also instrumental in helping to keep our parks and roads litter-free.
If you or your company or organization are interested in volunteering – we will have trail, road and park litter
cleanups, and winter vine cuttings opportunities. Please contact Aottaviani@moontwp.us.

Newly Renovated Moon Park Entrance
Phelps Nursery & Fratangelo Gardens generously sponsored and designed the landscaping at the Moon Park
entrance. Watch for progress in the plantings this fall and early spring! The project highlights the entrance and
beautifies the new Moon Park Lunar Loop trail connecting many existing trails and park amenities.
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GREEN INITIATIVE make it moon
Experience Winter Walks in Moon
R O B I N

H I L L

&

O L S O N

PA R K

T R A I L S

Moon Trailblazer
A woodland wanderer in pursuit of the best outdoor places and
experiences in Moon Township; lives to satisfy a thirst for adventure,
connection to nature and the natural world; appetite for exploration;
seeks out the undiscovered.

Crisp white snow crunches underfoot, pines stretch high into the
blue sky, cool wind “kisses” your face, snowflakes fall…
Take a deep cool breath and feel your mood lift. The value of green
space, trails, and parks has increased dramatically in our lives. They
have value beyond their beauty and environmental importance. Nature
improves mental health and helps us cope with everyday stresses and
busy lifestyles. It’s a time out we give ourselves. Increasingly research
confirms that people are less depressed and anxious with better access
to green spaces. Benefits are more than fitness and physical exercise
– natural environments improve our well -being – we feel better
in Nature.
According to writer Florence Williams author of The Nature Fix, “for centuries poets and philosophers extolled
the benefits of a walk in the woods; Beethoven drew inspiration from rocks and trees, Wordsworth composed
while tromping over the heath; and Tesla conceived the electric motor while visiting a park.”
Please follow all posted trail rules of etiquette. Do not stray from the trails.

Find Your Trail:
•
•
•
•

Moonparks.org
Hollow Oak Land Trust – hollowoak.org
Montour Trail Council – montourtail.org
Ohio River Trail Council – ohiorivertrail.org

Recommended Apps:

Reading:
•
•
•
•
•

Last Child in the Woods – Richard Louv
The Nature FIX- Florence Williams
A Natural High – Natasha Gilbert
A Walk in the Woods – Bill Bryson
The Road Not Taken and Other Selected Poems
– Robert Frost

• iNaturalist – Join Moon’s group today @inaturalist.org/projects/the-natral-world-ofmoon-township-Pennsylvania?tab=+stats to get started
• Map my Walk
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GREEN INITIATIVE make it moon

Tips for Safe
and Comfortable
Winter Hiking
• Start small and begin early- When planning
your first winter hike, be affordable about the
distance and difficulty level of the trail.
• Invest in shoes or boots with good treads and
dress in layers. Cover yourself appropriately so
that you do not risk developing hypothermia
while out hiking. Make sure you are still
comfortable under the layers. Wear clothes
that are also made of cotton material for body
absorption, as well as allowing to cool down or
warm up when appropriately needed.
• Invite a friend or family member. However,
if a solitary hike is just what you need, stay on
well-marked and well-lit paths & trails. Always
let someone know where you plan to hike and
when you will return.
• Be aware of the weather. Before you head
outdoors check the weather forecast, take note
of any possible changes or disruptions that
may occur.
• Bring along: A bottle of water, energy bars, or
other healthy snacks, trail map (downloadable or
hard copy), well-charged cell phone.
• For more information on trails and trail
development contact aottaviani@moontwp.us.
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GREEN INITIATIVE make it moon
Township MS4 Permit Update
In March 2018, the Township was issued a new NPDES General
Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Small Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) by PADEP. As the Township’s previous
permit, similar to that of most other municipalities throughout
Pennsylvania, was set to expire, an application for Permit renewal
was submitted in September 2017. PADEP issued approval of
Permit Coverage to the Township on March 6, 2018. Included in the
issuance of the Township’s new MS4 permit was the approval of the
Township’s Pollutant Reduction Plan developed in 2017 to reduce
the discharge of pollutants to streams and lakes that receive runoff
within the Township. The permit requires the implementation of the
Pollutant Reduction Plan by March 2023.
Issuance of the Township’s new NPDES General Permit for
Stormwater Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Systems (MS4) by PADEP has continued the pattern of increased
regulatory requirements and subsequently increased expenditures
concerning the management of stormwater within the Township.
Implementation of the required Pollutant Reduction Plan will result
in significant capital investment by the Township.
To the benefit of the entire community, Township expenditures
associated with these items are aimed to help manage stormwater
discharged to the Waters of the Commonwealth in many aspects
including, collection and conveyance, stormwater detention, flood
control, stormwater quality, pollution prevention, and pollution
reduction. Funding for operation and maintenance of storm sewer
infrastructure and compliance with MS4 Permit requirements have
traditionally been budgeted as part of the Township’s General Fund,
based primarily on tax revenue. In December 2018, the Township
implemented a stormwater utility fee. The Stormwater Service Fee, at
the enacted rate of $66.00 per year per ERU is anticipated to generate
approximately $1,200,000.00 in revenue annually. This bill is issued
to residents through his or her sanitary sewer bills from MTMA.

WM At Your
Door Program
Can’t make it to one of the
electronics collections or our
recycling day? Waste Management
offers a residential curbside special
materials pickup. The “At Your Door
Special Collection” program allows
Moon Township residents who
have Waste Management services
to easily and safely dispose of
household materials.
After scheduling your collection date
and time, a Waste Management
representative will provide you
with information and instructions
for preparing your collection. More
information on the program and
a list of accepted materials can
be found through the program’s
website at WMatYourDoor.com
or by calling a representative at
1.800.449.7587.

To date, the revenue from this fee has already been utilized in
stormwater improvements. Specifically, this fee has been utilized in
funding a stormwater detention facility maintenance contract and
implementation of the PRP Plan. Design is nearly complete for
the initial PRP improvements at Olson Park. These improvements
include new stormwater facilities at the top of the park to control
runoff from the adjacent residential developments. Also included
will be stream restoration of the existing stream that currently flows
through the park.
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PUBLIC WORKS make it moon

Winter Weather Safety Tips!
With the winter season approaching, the Moon Township Public Works Department reminds residents to
be prepared for driving in inclement weather during the winter months. Below are some helpful tips for the
upcoming season:
• Preparation is key. Make sure you have
good tires on your vehicle and be aware of
changing road conditions and how to brake on
slippery roads.
• Help snowplow drivers do their job and stay
200 feet behind the maintenance vehicle so
the driver can see you.
• The Code of Ordinances prohibits parking
on township roads between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m.
This is extremely important during the winter
months so that road crews can safely plow the
streets without obstacles.
• The code also prohibits shoveling or plowing
snow from your property or sidewalks into
the streets.
• Residents with sidewalks are required to
clear their sidewalks of snow.
• To help reduce the amount of snow that
will be pushed back into your driveway during
snow plow operations, pile snow near the road
on the right side of the driveway.
• Remove portable basketball hoops, hockey
nets, and any other obstructions from public
roadways and cul-de-sacs, and township right
of ways.
• Place garbage cans and recycling containers
back in the driveway entrance to avoid spillage.
Questions about garbage collection should
be made to the Moon Township Municipal
Authority at 412.264.4300.
8
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PUBLIC WORKS make it moon
Compost Drop-off
D O W N E S

F I R E

S TAT I O N

S A T U R D A Y, O C T O B E R 3 - D E C E M B E R 6 , 2 0 2 0

Residents may drop off yard waste to be
composted including tree limbs, leaves, and plant
matter. Please use biodegradable bags. Tree limbs
should not exceed six feet in length and four
feet in diameter and should not be bundled or
tied. Residents are reminded that drop off is for
yard waste only. Trash or other materials are not
permitted. The composting program provides
free mulch and compost to residents. Bring your
containers and take as much as you need. The
Downes Fire Station is located at the intersection
of Beaver Grade Road and Ewing Road. Please
notify Public Works before your arrival by calling
412.262.1700.

Christmas Tree Pickup

M O N D A Y, D E C E M B E R 2 8 , 2 0 2 0 - J A N U A R Y 1 1 , 2 0 2 1

The Public Works Department will offer curbside
Christmas tree pickup for live trees only from
December 28 through January 11.
Residents are asked to place trees at the curb by
8 a.m. following their regular garbage schedule.
All ornaments and decorations must be removed.
Artificial trees are not accepted.

Curbside Leaf Pickup

M O N D A Y - F R I D A Y, N O V E M B E R 2 - D E C E M B E R 4 , 2 0 2 0

The Public Works Department offers curbside
leaf pick up beginning November 2- December
4, Monday through Friday. The schedule will
follow the resident’s regular garbage collection
date. Simply place the leaves at the curb by 7 a.m.
on pick up day in a biodegradable bag. No plastic
bags or cardboard boxes will be accepted. There
will be no pickup on Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving
Day, or the Friday following Thanksgiving.

Curbside Brush Pickup

M O N D A Y - F R I D A Y, N O V E M B E R 2 - D E C E M B E R 4 , 2 0 2 0

The Public Works Department offers curbside
brush pick up beginning November 2, Monday
through Friday. The schedule will follow the
resident’s regular garbage collection. Simply place
the brush at the curb by 7 a.m. on pick-up day. The
brush should not exceed six feet in length and four
inches in diameter and it should not be bundled
or tied.
All pick days are weather dependent. Items placed
properly at the curb will be picked up.
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POLICE make it moon
Operation Santa Cop
Each year, Moon Township Police team up with Froggy Radio
to collect toys for the kids in need in our community. Every child
deserves to experience the joy and magic of Christmas and the cops
can fulfill area children’s wishes with their annual “Santa cop” drive.
Thanks to the generous donations from customers, the Moon
Township Santa cops can deliver hundreds of gifts each year to area
children in need. Partnering with Froggy FM Radio and Walmart,
the Moon Township Police Department working with the Crescent
Township Police Department, collected donations of toys and gift
cards and delivered them to local kids.
The Santa cop program connects cops with kids and provides those
kids with a positive Police interaction. This year, the cops are
scheduled to be at Walmart on December 11 with Froggy Radio for
the collection. Be sure to stop by for this great cause. They will be
handing out the toys on December 16.
The Moon Township Police Department would like to thank Froggy
FM and their listeners, the Moon Township Walmart, and residents
of Moon, Crescent, and surrounding areas, for their heartwarming
level of support this year. Happy Holidays from all of us here at the
Moon Township Police Department.

EMERGENC Y
In the event of an emergency or to report
an occurring crime or threat, always call
Moon Township Police Department’s
Dispatch Center at 412.262.5000 or dial
911 for immediate assistance. Please
don’t rely on email or Facebook for
emergencies as these are not monitored
on a 24/7 basis.
Citizens may also call the Dispatch
Center to speak with a Moon Police
official regarding information related to
a crime or victim of a crime. Callers may
choose to remain anonymous.
Moon Dispatch Center
412.262.5000
Emergency Services
911
Crime Tips Hotline
412.264.5202
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Crime Tips Email
crimetips@moonpolice.us
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FIRE SAFETY make it moon
Moon Township Volunteer
Fire Company Received
FEMA SAFER Program Grant
This September, the Moon Township Volunteer Fire
Department received the FEMA Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response Grant. The Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response Grants (SAFER) was created
to provide funding directly to fire departments and volunteer
firefighter organizations to help increase or maintain the
number of trained, “front line” firefighters available in the
community. This grant allows the fire department to use the
funds for recruitment and retention to meet the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards for responses
and staffing.
These funds will be allocated over the next year years allowing
them to pay for things like new personnel to have an NFPA
physical, market for recruitment purposes, and purchase
brand new fire equipment for new members. Under this grant,
funding can be used as a stipend for current members based on
a point-based incentive system as well.
The Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company is honored to
have received this grant as it is a very competitive grant that
only around 200 fire companies receive each year nationwide.
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FIRE SAFETY make it moon
Volunteer for the
Moon Township VFC

469
C A L L S

Y T D

1534
H O U R S I N
T R A I N I N G

3304

T O TA L F I R E F I G H T E R S
R E S P O N D I N G T O C A L L

Residents eager to learn how to become a member of the
Moon Township Volunteer Fire Company should email
recruiting@moontwpfire.com. Volunteer positions are
available for all interests and ages that fall under the
following volunteer requirements:
1. Current resident of Moon Township
2. Must have the time and willingness to respond to
emergency calls, and to work at various fundraising events,
and attending fire school
3. Individuals in High School interested in the Junior
Firefighter program:
• Must be between the ages of 14 and 18
• Must have a parent/ guardian’s permission to join

2020 BY THE NUMBERS A S
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FIRE SAFETY make it moon

Winter Fire Safety Tips!
This winter stay up-to-date on your fire safety at home with these tips from
the Moon Township Volunteer Fire Department.

• Install and test carbon monoxide and fire
alarms monthly
• Plug space heaters directly into outlets and
no extension cords
• Heat your home safely and keep anything that
can burn 3 feet away from a fireplace, wood
stove, or a space heater
• Keep your chimney and vents clean and
inspected once a year to prevent buildup
• Never use candles for emergency lighting.
Always have flashlight backups
• Use fireplaces safety with a metal or heattempered glass screen

13

PARKS & RECREATION make it moon
Due to the COVID-19 crisis and ever-changing situation, please check the Parks
and Recreation website at Moonparks.org for updates on events and programs.

Moon Lights Holiday Festival
Date: Saturday, December 5
Time: 5 p.m.-8 p.m.
Moon Park

The Moon Lights Holiday Festival returns to Moon
Township. This annual festival began several years
ago and outgrew its original location at the Township
building. Last year it moved to Moon Park and
included the lighting of all park pavilions. This year
we are adding new light displays. Each year we will be
building on these displays. We hope to make Moon
Park a destination for holiday light viewing.
Santa will arrive on the Firetruck at 5:15 p.m. He will
ride into the park and light our Moon Park Christmas
Tree at the Rotary Pavilion. Following the lighting of
the tree, Santa will be available for socially distanced
photos and visits with local children. Bring your letters
for Santa to drop in his mailbox. The event will also
feature performances by local dancers and musicians,
moonparks.org food trucks, a smores station, and
much more. Check the full event schedule online at
moonparks.org.
The safety of our community is our highest priority.
This event will adhere to current CDC guidelines
surrounding COVID-19. Please check the park’s
website for up to date social distancing protocols and
guidelines for the event.

Greens & Things Sale
and Holiday Craft Fair
Date: Saturday, December 5
Time: 2 p.m.-7 p.m.
Moon Park

The Moon Garden Club is moving their annual Greens
& Things Sale over to Moon Park and joining the
Moon Lights Festival. The Greens & Things sale will
be located at the Brewer Toyota Pavilion. Additional
craft and food vendors will be located on the Moon
Basketball Courts at the same time. Please remember
to dress for an outdoor sale, and that many vendors
may only accept cash payments.
14

Holiday Lights Drive Through
The lights at Moon Park will be lit for the first time
at our Moon Lights Holiday Festival on December
5. However, we invite the community to come out
and enjoy the lights throughout December. Our final
weekend for light viewing will be January 2 and 3. Our
December park hours will feature 3 late nights each
week. These nights are perfect for family viewing and
photos with the lights at the park. The park will be
open until 9 p.m. on the following nights.
The park will be open until 9pm on the following
nights; every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday night
through the first week of January 2021.
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PARKS & RECREATION make it moon
Moon Lights Holiday
House Decorating Contest

Are you a moon resident with an amazingly decorated
house? Send up to 6 high-quality photos of your
decorated home to info@moonparks.org. Include your
name and address. All entries will be posted online,
and voting will be open through Monday, December
29. The house with the most votes will be crowned
the winner of our first annual Moon Light Holiday
House Decorating Contest. The winning household
will receive a custom trophy and Make it Moon basket.
By submitting your home, you recognize that your
home and address will be shared online. Your home
may be featured in future publications by Moon
Township Parks & Recreation.

The Rink at Moon Park
Did you know that Moon Park has an acrylic ice
rink? Last year we tested out a small rink under the
Clearview Pavilion. This year the rink is expanding and
moving onto the tennis courts. This new location will
allow the rink to more than double its size. The 48’ x
68’ rink will have short sides to allow for recreational
hockey or ice skating.
Acrylic ice functions in many of the same ways as real
ice, but it doesn’t require below freezing temperatures.
For the best results, we recommend sharpening your
skates. Sharp skates will provide the best glide. The
rink is open daily from dawn to dusk and on Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday from dawn to 9 p.m.
Street shoes are not allowed on the rink. Hockey nets
are available for no contact play. No checking is allowed
on the rink.

15

Moon Parks & Recreation
2021 Park Pavilion Rentals
The first day for Moon Township residents to rent pavilions at Moon Park for the summer of 2021 is Monday,
February 8. Dependent upon the current COVID-19 guidelines, we may need to adjust our reservation process.
Please check the Moon Parks website at www.moonparks.org for updated details. Non-residents may begin
reserving pavilions on the following Tuesday, February 16.

Robin Hill Reservations
At the time of publication, Robin Hill rentals
remain capped at 25 people for indoor events, and
50 for indoor/outdoor events with an outdoor tent.
Reservations are accepted one year in advance to
the first business day of the month. Moon Parks
& Recreation Offices remain open by appointment
only. However, Robin Hill rentals may be completed
over the phone by calling 412.262.1703 ext 404.

Halloween Spooktacular
Thank you to the over 40 local businesses who participated
in our Moon Halloween Spooktacular Trunk or Treat.
Over 1,000 children and their families attended the
event. Thank you to everyone who attended and helped
us adapt to this event to meet social distancing guidelines.

16

Moon Halloween Haunted House
Contest Winner
Congratulations to Brad Bruzio at 1664 Charlton
Heights Rd. Brad is the winner of our first annual
Moon Haunted House Decorating Contest! Thank
you to everyone who decorated and submitted their
homes. We cannot believe the competition! Who
knew there were so many beautiful and hauntingly
decorated homes in Moon Township. In our hearts,
you are all winners! Thank you to everyone who
submitted their votes.

M O O N T W P. U S - W I N T E R 2 0 2 0

Park Programs and Events

Senior Connection Updates
What is the Senior Connection?
The Moon Township Senior Connection offers senior
programming to anyone 55+ in Moon Township as
well as all surrounding communities. Membership is
Free with the one-time purchase of a membership
card. $10 as of January 1, 2021.
Center Locations/Hours:
• Robin Hill Park Carriage House- 949 Thorn Run
Road, Moon Township, PA 15108
This location is offering a variety of programming and
events. All are pre-registration only. At this time we
are unable to offer drop-in programming.

• Tapestry Senior Living, 550 Cherrington Parkway,
Moon Township, PA 15108.
This location is temporarily closed and will reopen
once the COVID-19 guidelines allow.
Registering for Programs and Events:
Event and program registrations are currently made by
calling Moon Parks and Recreation at 412.262.1703
ext. 404 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays.
Payment is due at the time of registration.
A full listing of current information, program guides,
and monthly newsletters are always available at the
Carriage House in Robin Hill Park in our NEW
Senior Connection Information Box. The box is
located just outside the Carriage House entrance.
Cancellation Policy:
Cancellations made less than 7 days before the event
will incur a 25% cancellation fee. Refunds will be
made to your account. No Show - No Refund.

COVID-19 Statement:
The safety of our senior population is our highest
priority. We will continue to follow the most up to
date CDC guidelines at all events and programs.
Currently, we are asking all members to wear masks,
limit shared surfaces, limit group sizes, and we are
disinfecting often. Our most up to date guidelines can
be found online at moonparks.org.
Upcoming Programs:
Please visit our website periodically for an up to date
listing of programs, dates, and times.

Daily Programming at the
Carriage House
ALL programs are $3.00 each and run
through Dec. Currently, they require preregistration by calling 412.262.1703.
Mondays
10 a.m. Pokeno Game with prizes
2 p.m. Trivia Game Time/ Group play
Wednesdays
10 a.m. Crafts and Creativity
2 p.m. Brain games, puzzles, and more
Thursdays
10 a.m. Ladies Social
2 p.m. Bingo Games with prizes
PLEASE NOTE-Due to the COVID-19
restrictions there will be no eating or drinking
allowed. Participant areas and supplies will be
disinfected afte each program.
New and updated programming will continue
through the winter. Find more information
online or by picking up a program guide in
our new information box outside the center.
Due to current CDC guidelines, all programs
require pre-registration.
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Park Programs and Events
Senior Connection
Programs & Events

(Senior Connection Members Only)
Secret Santa Gift Exchange
and Christmas Music

Cost: No charge except the $5.00 you spend for the
gift you purchase

Join members for a secret Santa gift exchange this
holiday! Pick up your gift recipient’s name on Tuesday,
December 2 from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. Then on Monday,
December 21 at 11:30 a.m. bring your wrapped gift
to exchange at the Carriage House at Robin Hill Park.

Grab-n-Go Free Lunch

Date: Tuesday, December 29
Time: 11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
Cost: No charge
Pick up at the Carriage House in Robin Hill Park

Call to register by November 30. Please do not gift
opened food containers or used items.

Don’t miss out on a catered 4-cut pizza lunch. Register
by December 22. This program was made possible
through a generous grant from UPMC for Life.

Music Bingo

Free Computer Instruction

Date: Tuesday, December 1
Time: 10:30 a.m. OR 1:00 p.m. Time slots available
Cost $6.00
Robin Hill Center

Yes, it’s back! Pick a time slot and join DJ Mike
to have some musical fun. No refreshments will be
served. Call to register by November 24.

Christmas Semi-Open House

Date: Wednesday, December 16 & Thursday, December 17
Time: 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. OR 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Time slots available.
Cost $15.00
Robin Hill Center

We will celebrate the season with Christmas music,
holiday beverages, festive decorations, gifts for all, a
catered stuffed chicken breast meal, and each other!
Pick a day and time slot then call to register by
Wednesday, December 2.

Register for events by visiting moonparks.org
or by calling 412-262-1703. Payment is due at
the time of registration.
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Beginning in January 2021
Various days and times available
Carriage House at Robin Hill Park

Get comfortable with the Internet using our new
Chromebooks. You will be shown the basics and have
your questions answered. Search the web and be able
to reach out to loved ones and amaze them with your
new computer skills. Please call to schedule a date and
time with Celeste. This program was made possible
through a generous grant from UPMC for Life.

Free Bagel Friday

Date: Friday, January 8, 2021
Time: Pick up 10:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Cost: No charge
Carriage House at Robin Hill Park

Stop by and pick up your free fresh bagel and cream
cheese. While supplies last.

Music Bingo

Date: Tuesday, January 12, 2021
Time: 10:30 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. - Time slots available
Cost: $6.00
Robin Hill Center

Begin the New Year and pick a time slot and join DJ
Mike to have some musical fun. No refreshments will
be served. Call to register by January 5.
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Park Programs and Events
Audubon Society of Western PA
Free Presentation
Date: Tuesday, January 26, 2021
Time: 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Cost: No charge
Robin Hill Center

Another wonderful presentation by Gabi Hughes
on Surviving winter: Animal Pros. Learn how local
animals and birds make it through Winter. This will
be a visual and verbal presentation. Don’t miss out!
You must register by January 19.

Valentine Charm Bracelet Making
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $5.00
Carriage House at Robin Hill Park

Register for events by visiting moonparks.org
or by calling 412-262-1703. Payment is due at
the time of registration.

Grab-n-Go Free Lunch

Thursday, February 25, 2021
Time: 11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
Cost: No charge
Pick up at the Carriage House in Robin Hill Park

Don’t miss out on a hot bowl of chili and crackers
for lunch. Register by February 18. This program was
made possible through a generous grant from UPMC
for Life.

A perfect Valentine for yourself or a very special
person in your life. Easy step by step instructions.
Stainless steel cuff bracelet with your choice of quality
beads and charms. All supplies are provided! You must
register by January 28.

Music Bingo

Date: Tuesday, February 9, 2021
Time: 10:30 a.m. OR 1:00 p.m. Time slots available.
Cost: $6.00
Robin Hill Center

Come and enjoy this upbeat winter activity. Pick a
time slot and join DJ Mike to have some musical fun.
No refreshments will be served. Call to register by
February 2.
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Park Programs and Events
Adult and Teen
Sports & Fitnes Programs
COVID-19 Statement:
The safety of our community is our highest priority.
We will continue to follow the most up to date
CDC guidelines at all events and programs. Our
most up to date guidelines can be found online at
moonparks.org.

Pound® Fitness with Karla Tobias
(Adults & Teens 15+)
Dates: TBD
Time: Evenings
Robin Hill Center

Upcoming Programs:
Please visit moonparks.org periodically for an up to
date listing of programs, dates, and times.

POUND® is a full-body cardio jam session, combining
light resistance with simulated drumming. The
workout fuses cardio, Pilates, strength movements,
plyometrics, and isometric poses. Through continual
upper body motion using our lightly weighted exercise
drumsticks, called Ripstix, you will turn into a calorietorching drummer, POUNDing off pounds as each
song flies by!

55+ Men’s Slow-pitch Softball

Totally Toned with Karla Tobias
(Adults & Teens 15+)

Spring/Summer 2021
Moon Park

Are you over 55 and interested in getting outdoors,
having fun, and keeping fit? Moon Parks and
Recreation is working to form a men’s 55+ Softball
Group this summer. No league play, all for fun and
exercise. Play once or twice per week beginning in
May 2021 in Moon Park. If you are interested and
would like more information, please contact Celeste
Fryz at Moon Parks and Recreation at 412.262.1703
ext. 415 or Andrew Bott at ext. 406 by March 1.

Yoga: Beginners and Beyond
with Jen Stratakis
(Ages 15+ and Adults)
Dates: TBD
Time: Evenings
Robin Hill Carriage House

No experience is required! Instructor Jen Stratakis
E-RYT 500, will lead you through an hour-long class,
which includes standing and seated poses, breathwork,
and guided relaxation. Modifications are given to
accommodate everyone. With regular practice, yoga
can improve lung capacity, flexibility, cardiovascular
endurance, mental calm, and more.
Bring a mat, water bottle, and any other yoga props
you may have. Blocks are especially helpful.
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Dates: TBD
Time: Evenings
Location: TBD

This class is designed to help tone your entire body
including abs, thighs, back, arms, and glutes. It is
appropriate for all fitness levels. Bring hand weights,
a mat, and water.

Senior Workout with Linda Francis
(Seniors 55+)
Dates: TBD
Times: 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Location: Arena’s Dance Company

This class will help seniors maintain a fitness level to
stay mobile. It is a “low” impact aerobics class that will
work on balance and strengthening while having fun
and meeting new people.
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Park Programs and Events
Youth Sports & Fitness
Programs
COVID-19 Statement:
The safety of our community is our highest priority.
We will continue to follow the most up to date
CDC guidelines at all events and programs. Our
most up to date guidelines can be found online at
moonparks.org.
Upcoming Programs:
Please visit moonparks.org periodically for an up to
date listing of programs, dates, and times.

Moon Parks & Rec Hockey
(Grades 2-7)

Dates: Seven Weeks Starting in January 2021
Fee: $45
Location: Moon Park

Moon Township will be offering a seven-week outdoor
hockey program for the winter of 2021! This program
will allow youth the ability to use synthetic ice at
Moon Park while learning basic hockey skills. Teams
will be arranged based on interest and volunteers.
The programs’ goal is to have a weekly practice and
weekend morning game. Please make sure all required
equipment is obtainable.
Required Equipment: Ice skates, helmet with a face
guard shin guards, hockey gloves, and mouth guards
Provided Equipment: Parks and Recreation issued
stick, team jersey pinny, and winter hat.

Interested in Coaching? Moon Parks & Recreation is
seeking interested volunteer coaches for our 2021 ice
hockey program. If interested, please email Andrew
Bott at abott@moontwp.us.

Register for events by visiting moonparks.org
or by calling 412-262-1703. Payment is due at
the time of registration.

Moon Parks Rec Basketball
We are unable to offer our Moon Rec Basketball
program during the 2020-2021 season. The current
guidelines surrounding the number of people allowed
in an indoor location, and the sanitizing that the school
district is required to perform, make our program
impossible to run. The safety of our community is our
highest priority, and we support the school district
in their decision to keep facilities open to school
programs only. Moon Parks and Rec is committed to
working to offer small group programming outdoors
throughout the winter, and we look forward to the
return of Rec Basketball for the 2021-2022 season.

Lights! Camera! Sports!

Date: December 12 – January 10 (5 weeks)
Time: Weekly
Age 4-13 years old
Fee: $0

Moon Township parks will be offering an at-home
movie activity for the winter break of 2020. Use the
cold weather as an excuse to watch your favorite
classic sports movies, and your extra energy to recreate
your favorite scenes! The program’s objective will
be to use sports movies as a teaching source while
promoting creativity and fun. Each Monday a new
suggested movie will be shared along with leadership
questions, sportsmanship discussion points, and
suggested favorite scenes. All will be encouraged to
watch the movie throughout the week with as many
family members as safely possible. Afterward, have
fun by turning the basement or living room into the
movie scene! Dressing up, props, and video capturing
are encouraged! Share with Moon Parks as we turn
Moon into the classic characters of sports cinema!

Winter Programming
Check out the Moon Parks website at moonparks.org
for a complete list of programs and events. We will be
offering partnered programs and events throughout
the winter. Group size will be limited to 10 or less
and all classes will be held in the new Moon Park
Clubhouse located below the Moon Parks Office.
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Park Programs and Events
Youth Recreation Programs
COVID-19 Statement:
The safety of our community is our highest priority.
We will continue to follow the most up to date
CDC guidelines at all events and programs. Our
most up to date guidelines can be found online at
moonparks.org.
Upcoming Programs:
Please visit moonparks.org periodically for an up to
date listing of programs, dates, and times.

Art in the Park (Ages 5-12)

Date: Wednesdays
November 18-December 16 (No Class 11/25)
January 13-February 3
February 10-March 3
Time: 4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Fee: $50 Moon School District residents,
$55 non-residents (per 4-week session)
Location: Moon Park Office Clubhouse

Join us for an adventure into art! We will explore
many different mediums from drawing to painting,
from collage to sculpture. We will be learning about
artists from the past and letting them inspire us while
creating original works of our own. This can be a
perfect supplement to children’s online learning. The
fee includes all materials. Day/time subject to change
with school schedule as the semester progresses.
November’s session will introduce Prehistoric art,
Native American art, African art, and Asian art.
January’s session will use the inspiration of Monet,
Seurat, Degas, and Beatrix Potter to create original
works of art. February’s session will step back in time
to visit Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Vermeer, and explore
the textile arts of women in Medieval times.
Register for events by visiting moonparks.org
or by calling 412-262-1703. Payment is due at
the time of registration.
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Crafter-noons! (Ages 5-12)

Date: Saturdays
December 12- Holly Jolly!
January 23- Oh no Snow Day
February 20- I love my pets!
Time: 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20 Moon School District Residents
$25 non-residents
Location: Moon Park Office Clubhouse

Let’s get crafty with a few friends! Join us for a variety
of seasonal craft projects. Each workshop will feature
at least 3 crafts that kids will take home. December
will be holly jolly, in January we will dip our toes in
the snow, and in February we will celebrate our pets!

Nature Explorers (Ages 5-12)

Date: Mondays
November 9-December 7 (No class 11/23)
January 11-February 1
February 8- March 8 (No class 2/15)
Time: 4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Fee: $40 Moon School District residents
$45 non-residents (per 4-week session)
Location: Moon Park Office Clubhouse

Spend some time in the park and explore all that
nature has to offer. Educationally enriching activities
focusing on science and nature will be combined with
trail hikes, visits to Nelson Pond and so much more.
Day/time subject to change with school schedule as
the semester progresses.
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Park Programs and Events

Snapology Day Programs (Ages 5-12)
Time: 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Fee: $35 Moon School District residents
$40 non-residents- Per Day Program
Location: Moon Park Office Clubhouse (downstairs)

Mad Science Flash Camps (Ages 5-10)
Time: 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Fee: $35 Moon School District residents
$40 non-residents- Per Flash Camp
Location: Moon Park Office Clubhouse (downstairs)

Wiz Kids

Tuesday, November 17

Inventing means practicality! Inventions and patents
to protect an invention were very popular in the late
1800s. Inventors like Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas
Edison, and Nikola Tesla were locked into several
battles over electrical inventions of their era. Children
will work together to form circuits and recreate Tesla’s
bright atmosphere for the 1893 World’s Fair. They
talk about sound and learn that anyone can be an
inventor. The class moves from simple devices to Rube
Goldberg devices and the children perform as part of
a complex human-machine. The students will prepare
a patent proposal and receive a patent certificate at the
end of this flash camp!
Winter Wonderlab
Tuesday, December 15

This festive program will have your kids gasping and
laughing at our mad scientist’s exciting and merry
science experiments. The mad scientist will introduce
the audience to a mysterious North Pole rock that
turns out to be dry ice. Kids make bubbling potions,
experiment with popping corks, shivering quarters,
and clouds of fog. Create slimy sludge to keep!

Sport Science

Thursday, November 19

In this class, children will learn the science behind their
favorite sports. Students will learn about momentum,
energy, measurement, air pressure, and much more as
they perform simple experiments related to sports.
Perfect for both sports and science lovers, this fun
interactive program exercises both the body and the
mind.
Frozen

Thursday, December 17

Do you want to build a snowman with Elsa and
Anna? Design your own ice castle, create your own
snowman, and love is an open door is only a snowflake
away. Have a blast as you create your own kingdom of
Arrendale using LEGO® bricks. For the first time in
forever, you will be building with LEGO® bricks and
Frozen all in one world.
More program dates coming soon!

Winter Programming
Check out the Moon Parks website at moonparks.org
for a complete list of programs and events. We will be
offering partnered programs and events throughout
the winter. Group size will be limited to 10 or less
and all classes will be held in the new Moon Park
Clubhouse located below the Moon Parks Office.

More program dates coming soon!

Register for events by visiting moonparks.org or by calling 412-262-1703.
Payment is due at the time of registration.
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COMMUNITY TV make it moon
MCA-TV Sweeps Three Categories
at the Virtual Greater Pittsburgh
Community Media Awards
The Greater Pittsburgh Community Media Awards looked
a little different for their fourth year as they were in a virtual
format this year. The awards aired on National Community
Media Day on Tuesday, October 20 to celebrate the great
work of community media producers from Pittsburgh
Community Television (PCTV), Bethel Park Television
(BPTV), and Moon Community Access Television (MCATV). This annual event honors local producers who educate,
enlighten, and entertain the community.
This year, MCA-TV was nominated for Ink Shrink, The
Dr. is in, Yinz Brewin’?/ Inside the Humidor Crossover,
Robert Morris University Hockey, La Mia Cucina, Moon
Landings, Cornerstone Christian Fellowship, Government
Review, and Get Involved Moon Township! MCA-TV
swept the following categories:
Sports- Robert Morris University Hockey- Michael Sciulli
Health and Lifestyle- La Mia Cucina- Pam Krug
Community- Moon Landings- Bobbie Perschetti
Congratulations to all our nominees and winners on their
hard work! We look forward to celebrating together again
in 2021!

24

MCA-TV

Moon Community Access Television
Comcast channel 14
Verizon Fios channel 35
MCA-TV.org

MAG-TV

Moon Area Government Television
Comcast channel 18
Verizon Fios channel 37
moongovtv.us

Promote Your
Event for Free
Is your organization or nonprofit
looking to get the word out
about an upcoming event?
MCA-TV offers a bulletin board
service for Moon Township
residents to publicize their
community program or event
in-between regularly scheduled
programming. The community
bulletin board is an automated,
computer-generated
video
graphics
message
service
provided free of charge to
all Moon Township residents
as well as nonprofit groups
and organizations. Visit mcatv.org and click on “Bulletin
Board” to read the guidelines
and rules and to fill out the
online submission form. Paper
forms are available in the
MCA-TV office.
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COMMUNITY TV make it moon

Public Awareness Weekend 2021

Want to Post
Your Event
to Our Bulletin
Board?

MCA-TV is proud to announce Public Awareness Weekend
will be back on March 26 and 27. Public Awareness
Weekend is a 24-hour broadcast featuring interviews with
Pittsburgh area nonprofits. Each organization receives a
30-minute time slot to educate viewers on their cause and
encourage them to get involved in their community. This
year, all interviews will be prerecorded and aired on March
26 and 27, then rebroadcast periodically throughout the year
on MCA-TV, reaching approximately 45,000 households in
Township and the surrounding communities. Any nonprofit
interested in participating should contact Allison Ford at
aeastham@moontwp.us or call 412.269.1191. Interviews
are scheduled on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Visit
mca-tv.org/bulletin/bb.php
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TAX INFORMATION
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- Catherine Tress, CPTC

A friendly reminder from the Moon Township Property Tax Office, Catherine L. Tress, Tax Collector
My office is now collecting the 10% penalty for both the Township of Moon and the Moon Area School District 2020 property
taxes until December 31, 2020. Please remember, PA property tax law states you are responsible for your property taxes whether
you receive a statement or not. If you are unsure, please do not send payment, please call the office and we will gladly let you know
if your account is current.
Recently I received a large batch of additional assessment change orders from the Allegheny County Office of property assessments, mostly due to new owners. Please remember even if you choose to file an appeal with the county, it’s important that the
tax is paid at the current increase in assessed value. If your appeal is successful, you will receive a refund once an exoneration order
has been sent to my office by the county. Also please note, if you received an interim notice or an additional assessment increase,
please review the letter that accompanied the statements. I can only collect through the end of the calendar year, the dates on the
statements are correct, but a separate agency will be receiving your payment and most likely will not send any additional reminders.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call my office.
New residents, please contact my office if there is any change to your mailing address or if you made a change on your deed for
whatever reason, you must re-apply for the homestead exemption. All changes to a deed remove the homestead exemption until
a new application is received by Allegheny County. The data for printing new statements is purchased by the printing company
from Allegheny County usually in early to mid-January. Please contact the county treasurer, John Weinstein at 412.350.4100
with any mailing information or name changes for your property to prevent delays in mailing the 2021 statements. If you have
an escrow with your mortgage company, the statements are mailed to the company on file for you, but any special taxes such as
interims, an increase in assessment values, or other changes are mailed to the homeowner with the mailing address on file in the
Moon Property tax office.
If you decide a receipt is needed for either or both property taxes my office collects, please send a note with a self-addressed
stamped envelope and we will be glad to send your receipt.
Due to COVID-19, the office hours are reduced to Monday through Thursday with public walk-in hours from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. only.
The website accepts full payments for the Township of Moon Tax and Moon Area School District. We partnered for no change
with a 3rd party company that manages the payment section of the Moon Property Tax office website. You must click on the word
“verify” once you have chosen the type of tax you are paying and entered your block/lot information found on your statements. The
amount to pay is automatically generated and cannot be changed. The online payment section cannot accept installments at this
time or non-real estate per capita taxes. I apologize for any inconvenience. The website also cannot accept split payments between
credit cards. It was established as a convenience for the taxpayers, but it is a generic basic online payment portal. Beginning in the
2021 property tax collection cycle a new online payment company is being established.
Be safe, happy holidays, and please check the website at www.moontaxoffice.us for holiday closings and other useful information.
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Township of Moon
1000 Beaver Grade Road
Moon Township, PA 15108
Phone: 412.262.1700
Fax: 412.262.5344
moontwp.us

