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Introduction

Approved by the Pennsylvania Historic
Museum Commission, the Mooncrest
Historic Marker was dedicated at a
ceremony held on April 15, 2004

Mooncreswvas certified by the Pennsylvania History and Museum Commission as a site
application for recognition on the National Registry of Historic Places List on March 17, 2(
establishment of Mooncrest as a Historic District. Mooncesstrdw@mfized as a sigmifica
example of war time worker housinglesgjteand building type.

World War Il had an immense impact on the life of our nation. In 1943, a response to the
production worker housing, the Mooncrest gomasuntinstructed under the Lanham Act.
production of goods to supply the war effort accelerasediliegargldcatedot@ductiooenters
Moon Township, stil |l a |l argely rural ar e
firstplanned residential area, Mooncrest. Many of those family members, both men and w
employed at the Dravo Shipyards on Neville Island; engaged in the building of Landing St
LSTOSs, or at Amer i can BIfthesg familiesr werlt into thd milisat
services and were sent into battles in Europe and the South Pacific. The local Air Base ho
personnel in Mooncrest, a nearby source for dependent and enlisted housing

Mooncrest was the home ofrshdtbon Township Municipal Services Building, which included:
fire and municipal services offices. A school was located at the entrance to the housing
AQuonset hut 0 s c htaodehc,d na fSfcehcotoil eimwanft bieddlteal frdmmtioew
post war baby boom. Many Moon Township residents recall fond memories of their sch
Mooncrest, i ncluding State Repars&ohabl ve
was also home, for a short tirtiee tamily of the first United States Director of Homeland Secur
former Commonwealth Governor, Thomas Ridge.



The launching of LST 1 at th
Neville Island yard, the firstq ,
this class of vessel anywher{ '
(Landing Ship Tak)

Landing Ship Tank (LST) 1 in action in the
Italian Theater

Many war production worker communities, like Mooncrest, were constructed during the V
However, most of those communities were eventually sold by the federal government to C
Housing Agencies or were sold as cooperdiinerdfiawvn home complexes. Mooncrest was ¢
into private hands, building by building, at almost cost; with preference given to military, v
war production workers. This arrangement came about because of the protests of milit
resding in the community who were not permitted, at that time, to purchase cooperati
property. These families wanted the opportunity to stay in the sturdily built redbrick comm
down their roots. Mooncrest became the home of manyidithe at est Gener ¢
years progressed. As families purchased entire buildings, containing two, four or six units
they often rented portions to others. Over time, this allowed the accumulation of savings
largersingle family homes out irfasiegrowingommunity of Moon Township or the surround
area. For some of the original Mooncrest buyers, Mooncrest is still their family home base
have been passed from generation to generation.

For the saifices made by the veterans who made Mooncrest home in the post war peric
dedication and skill put into the war production effort by the families who called Mooncrest
example of war production housing and residential plgmniMpoesiest was declarkxtal
Historic Distriby Moon Townslop March 17, 2005. The utilitarian style of the sturdy rec
homes, the pedestrian friendly layout of its streets and pathways, its parks and, now n
buffers between stsemte worthy of preservation for warkihgsf now and into the future.

2



QUADRANGLE LOCATION

@

\/\

.
. AN
> \\\ &
SN

B

7
(

Z—=10 &4
NG ;\ \
.

568 |

(OAKDALE) 569
4964 | NW

SCALE 1:24000 -

CONTOUR INTERVAL, 20 FEET
NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929

40
&

N
F
il

Z Q«;Z % / 2D
" w7  A\ A

AMBRIDGE, PA.
40080-E2-TF-024

1260
PHOTOREVISED 1990
DMA 4965 Il SW-—SERIES V831

3







